          The most selfless love is that of the parent for a child. (Specific references to 2 works of fiction, providing examples of selfless love or vice versa dismissive incomprehension of adults.)

        Among all human feelings, one of the most powerful is probably love. However, love has different manifestations, which we come across more or less frequently. Parental love for their children is just one of the various kinds of love, the most common one. Though it can be very controversial, as our emotional ties with our parents are stronger and often more complex than with anyone else. It’s no doubt that love and care are vital for our physical and psychological well-being. And it is natural desire of every parent to do everything for the sake of the child. For most people, loving a child is one of life's most beautiful experiences; giving someone life and helping them mature give profound meaning to our life. But sometimes parental love undergoes changes and selfless love occupies its place. The love turns to have no limits, even if he or she rejects and abuses the parents. Selfless love is some kind of sacrifice. Selfless love is something that can be very powerful on the one hand, having a revival meaning, but also destructive on the other hand, when confusion and anxiety spoil the peace and happy relationships that should reign in the family.

        In the story “Gravity” David Leavitt, the author, skillfully describes the phenomena of selfless love that has a positive effect. It is Mother who performs a highest example of selfless love in this case. Her passionate love for the child is caused by the threat of his desperate disease. Her son is practically blind and only drugs keep him alive. Because of that she has the most extraordinary inner state, when all the values and hopes are focused on another person. She is independent on the opinions of others, her inner confidence is enough. Society moves backwards. People are staring at them, often sneering at “a boy in ugly glasses and a mother daring the world to say a word about it”. But she doesn’t care. Her love enables her to accept all types of behavior from others and not pay attention to the negative attitude. She doesn’t waste her time on convincing others. What she is doing is desperately making attempts to bring her son back to life. She takes him to the shop in order to help her to choose the present. That unimportant from the first sight event is essential for showing him that his opinion is valuable. She tries to make him confident that his existence is important. She throws a crystal bowl to him and he is able to catch it. Gravity is an enemy to the boy, who himself is falling down. But the bowl is in his hand, not crashed into thousands of small pieces. Thus, by different means she tries to prove that he is still alive. The mother’s soul asks nothing for herself. She puts another person, her son, higher in importance. In fact, it is a bright example of selfless love and such kind of love is worth admiration.

        Actually, affection and devoted tenderness, which seem to be very admirable qualities do not always make much good. Parenting takes energy! Some parents are eager to make everything possible for the well-being of their children, but children instead of being thankful become tired of their unlimited love. It even abuses them. In the story “My Son The Murderer” Bernard Malamud displays this very problem. It is not quite selfless love that causes the conflict. In reality an absurd violent world destroys any possibility of love. And the unlimited love of the father becomes unbearable for the son. Though the violence of war is depicted indirectly, the reader can easily understand what the son is so depressed about. He seems to refuse to explain what is obvious. In the story there is nothing that leads us to think the son might have a mental crisis unconnected to the fact of the war. The fear of the war substituted his life.  And the father’s illusion that he can help his son influences their relations greatly. He took his vocation in winter instead of summer as he usually does. The father starts spying on his son. “He wakes feeling his father is in the hallway, listening. He listens to him sleep and dream. The father stands in the hall. The son hears him listen.” The father makes incredible attempts to be at least an iota closer to his son, but he fails. His anxiety only annoys his son, makes him rude and ignorant. Thus selfless love leads to human tragic destiny. Both characters undergo a painful process but in spite of the father’s great affection for his son everything is still hopeless.
        To sum up, there are some parents who have totally selfless love for their children. This type of love often has to do with the role of protector or feeling responsibility for someone. The reasons for such kind of love are really very different. And it’s difficult to imagine a wide range of consequences selfless love may cause. They can vary from very positive, even revival to negative and often hopeless. Nevertheless the love that has no limits seems to be not very normal anyway. Everything in our life should have certain limits. Only reasonable love can be the most powerful strength, which brings happiness in life and helps to live in a loving, happy family relationship.

