National stereotypes
All people have only one common thing – that they are different.

I’ll start by saying that as many countries so many nations and  so many stereotypes. National stereotype is a system of culture-specific beliefs which is connected with the nationality of a person. This system suggests beliefs about universal and national features of human beings such as appearance, food, habits, language, psychological portrait and behavior. There is no denying the Fact  that various stereotypes about the inhabitants of a particular nation are created by inhabitants of other nations but there is another but as these stereotypes can be either positive or negative, prejudicial and unjustified, or vice versa they can the whole picture of a nation and its culture, which can be rather realistic and credible. And personally I think that it gives us a real chance to get acquainted with national peculiarities without traveling abroad. But that’s only a matter of opinion. There is a big amount of examples we can list about national character of different people and in order to prove the difference   I would like to compare stereotypes about the Americans, the British and the Belarusians.

 There are a lot of features that vary. The Belarusians are considered to be tolerant and kind-hearted, and here I quite side with this opinion as our country used to be a native land to various nations, such us Jewry, Pole, Ukrainian  and Russian, our nation has always respected their languages and religion, also one of the most distinctive features is our over- patriotic attitude towards our country, because of this reason we’re perfect soldiers and despite all the wars and foreign invasions our country is free and independent. All in all we are a hard nut to crack. I can’t but mention that we are very industrious and hard-working, for a lot of people like to cultivate the land and to have domestic animals. But on  the other hand our nation is very passive and adaptable, and this fear and unwillingness to perceive progress ideas and trends prevent the development of our country.
Speaking about the British I may note that they’re rather reserved, honest, extremely nationalistic not to mention their love towards traditions and specific way of life, like monarchy, drinking tea, going to pubs and national celebrations. Also the have a specific sense of humor, which is very hard to understand, but never the same it is very delicate and deep.
There are a lot of stereotypes  in attitude towards the Americans. As nation is a mixture of various nations from all over the world. It can be definitely  said that there some obvious characteristics, such as there optimism and strong belief that everything is gonna be ok and all right despite wars, crises, different hardships. And there is even a concept – American dream. It is a current coin that they are very absorbing and inclined to novelty and progressive ideas, that’s why they are real trend-setters and pioneer in different spheres. Also they have a sharp feeling of patriotism and they show it when  they sing their anthem or when they hang the flag of the country above their houses.
Looking at these nations it is not hard to make differences,  but there are also something that they have in common, for instance their patriotism, or wish to work a lot.
To crown it all I’d like to say that the national character exists. But it doesn’t describe the character of every person, it describes the character of people of nation in general. Every person has its own character, but according to the nation’s belonging many traits of character are similar and they can be explained as the national character. And when  we are abroad we should take into consideration national stereotypes as when in Rome do as Romans do.
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