Book Reading- a Lost Art?

        Reading is one of the aspects of culture. I strongly believe that what you read or what you have read reflects your intellectual standard, your mind. But today people seem to have lost the sense for books, it’s like we’re losing an art of book reading because our tastes had been strongly influenced by some causes. I would like to name some of them here.

        First, and, probably, the most significant one is Internet. It is the World Wide Web that now contains gigabytes of information easily available to everyone. Everything you need- news, videos, weather forecasts and recipes are at your disposal. People regard reading some certain books a waste of time for there is so much information on a wide range of topics they can obtain without any efforts. So they prefer sometimes to read the blogs, or the web-versions of famous periodicals instead of turning to Thomas Hardy or Victor Hugo.
          Another reason is mass media. Public prefers reading glossies and gutter press to reading classics or studying the newest works on microbiology. We discuss the latest Gucci dress some celebrity put on at MTV Movie Awards or the newest perfume by Victoria Beckham. We spend our time watching superficial programs and soap-operas, or listening to the radio. In fact everything we need is to be found in mass media – there is plenty of radio stations, TV channels, magazines and newspapers… Why should one bother going to the book shop having all this stuff at hand?
          We have a lot of ways of spending leisure time nowadays. In previous days people used to read books in the evening, but not today when you can go to a club, or a pub, or play bowling, or watch some movie. We are not any more fascinated by exciting passages or unexpected climax, - it’s far more joyful for the majority to dance to house or R’n’B or to discuss the vital problems with a pint of Guinness. Times when we used to compare early works of Remark to the late ones are completely out of date and, unfortunately, nothing can help it but ourselves and our likings.
          A serious problem that faces us today is the decline of reading among schoolchildren, - the majority fails to read even basic works from the school course. The reason is clear and it results from total life simplification, - children have books’ summaries. You can even find it in the Internet as well as some books reviews and even essays. This fact is regrettable because children have less stimuli to read anything themselves.

           So what can be done with it? How can we address public’s attention to serious and profound works of literature? Some analytics say the crisis will promote rising interest to theatre, drama, independent films and intellectual reading. I believe a huge advertising of literature works will also do, it’s only enough to find a benefactor.  Book reading is becoming an extinct art, but the situation itself is not as sad.  We still have people who will never give up reading, who will prefer a new book to a pair of shoes or a latest gadget.  Until they read this art will never be lost.
