PICTURESQUE UKRAINE

Boundless steppes, thick forests, high mountains, whimsical cave labyrinths all together are picturesque Ukraine.  Ukraine has an ancient history. There are many historic sights, dendrological parks and museums on its territory. All these are attractions for travelers eager to learn more about the surrounding world, people inhabiting it, their history and folkways. 
The famous proverb says: “East or West – home is best”, but every tourist or guest can make himself at home in Ukraine, because Ukraine is a hospitable country. One of the oldest traditions is to meet guests with bread and salt, saying “Welcome!”. 
While traveling throughout Ukraine it’s impossible to miss the city of Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine – one of the most ancient cities in the East Europe. Kyiv is situated on the picturesque banks of the Dnieper River. Inimitable in the beauty and variety of its landscape, the city of gardens and museums, Kyiv is the historic, political, religious, scientific, and cultural center of Ukraine.
There are many places of historic interest in Kyiv. Here one can see the Kyivo-Pecherska Lavra, the Golden Gate, and the St. Sophia’s Cathedral which was built during the reign of Prince Yaroslav the Wise to commemorate a great victory gained by the Kyivans at this site over the Pechenehy. The ancient mosaic decorations in the cathedral which ornament the principal altar, the central dome, the arches and pillars are of the unique value, from the scientific and artistic points of view. Moreover, in the St. Sophia’s Cathedral tourists can see a precious specimen of artistic carving is the white marble sarcophagus of Yaroslav the Wise. Kyiv is especially beautiful in spring, when the famous Kyiv chestnut trees in the central street of Khreshchatyk are in blossom.
The next worth visiting city of Ukraine which can be named as a historical center of Ukraine is the city of L’viv. L’viv is one of the biggest and the most beautiful cities of Ukraine which is the symbol of longstanding cultural traditions of the Ukrainian nation. There are also many theaters, museums and marvelous parks in L’viv. The historical sights attract tourists from all over the world. 

The old center of the city, Rynok (Market) Square, boasts many buildings from the 16th to the 18th centuries. The 16th century black shale building Chorna Kamyanytsya, a 16th century Renaissance palace, and the town hall are outstanding among them. 
If you want to see a marvelous view of L’viv, you should visit the Lviv High Castle or L’viv Castle Hill, a historic castle located on the top of the Castle Hill of the city of L’viv. It is currently the highest point in the city, 413 meters above sea level. The castle currently stands in ruins.

L’viv is a very scenic city with varied vegetation. There are many picturesque parks in the city. Lychakov Park (Cemetery) is a cemetery-museum which looks like a landscape park. A famous Ukrainian writer I. Franko is buried here. Stryisky Park, a monument of landscape art of national importance, is one of the oldest and most beautiful parks not only in Lviv but in Europe, as well. Lviv is the only city in Ukraine that still has some original Renaissance architecture. The finest example which is worth sighing is the Dormition Church.
The trip throughout the famous sights of Ukraine will surely become an unforgettable event in your life. Life is but a span – fill it up with bright moments!!!
