Kiremet is a thoughtful and important deity in the religious ceremonial life of Chuvash people. Many articles by collectors and researchers are dedicated to it. At the same time, there is no other personage of Chuvash national religion, both in ritual performers’ consciousness and in treatises, which prompts so many ambivalent opinions – from horror to absolute veneration and appeal for protection. It would be a mistake to regard Kiremet as a ghost.

According to legends, divinities Kiremet and Tura lived on heaven and were brothers. Some texts say that Kiremet was the eldest, others – that the youngest (twin myth?). They say Tura had banished kiremets from heaven for inclement behavior. So, they fell down on the ravines and fields and stayed there to live. That’s why Kiremet can also be named deus inversus, which means depraved god (or backward god). Such genealogy has analogues in global religion, for example, in the “Avesta”. Comparisons show that disagreement between supreme god and his antipode contained in their views on religion. “Yima became proud, considered himself as a god and world creator and was overthrown into the hell for that… When Zarathustra asked: “What was the worst Jama (Yima) has done to this world?” Ormaz answered: “When I gave him Religion, he didn’t accept it” (Rak 1997). So, Kiremet is earthy god. Kiremet’s empyreal derivation can also be detected in rituals. For example, kiremet-tree is tied round with bast or rag on human height and there immolations are put (Salmin 2007).

